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Dear Mr. Dulles: 

Keep up the good work. 
Thought you might be interested in the 
enclosed article on morality of intell- 
igence work. If you ever need a good man 
with a newspaper background, just say the 
word. 
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tics Dead Issue? 


cperts View Plane Incident ... 

Is Spying Immoral Practice? 


Louis.— (NC)-- Presence of 
.S. “spy” plane 1,300 miles 
ie Russia on May 1 was 1 
rly illegal, but the United 
es has moral justification for 
1 actions. 

hat is the concensus of a 
frolic expert on internation- 
law, a nationally known 
elogican, and a philosopher 
o were contacted following 
5. admission that a so-called 
reather plane" actually was, 
Soviet Russia Premier Ni- 
fa Khrushchev charged, on 
spying mission, 
he plane was shot down, the 
jsians reported, and its U.S. 
vilian” pilot, Francis G. 
vers, 30, captured alive after 
•achuting. The plane was fly- 
at an altitude of some 12 
[es 1,300 miles inside Russia, 
rushchev claimed, when it was 
ercepted by a ground-fired I 
ssian missile. 

Curt von Schuschnigg, former 
ancellor of Austria and author 
a recent text on international] 
v, quickly admitted the Pow- 
s flight was illegal, but said 
pionage itself is an activity 
cognized by international law.| 

Need For Protection 

Father Nicholas Persich, C.M. 
esident of Kenrick Seminary 
ited that nations have obliga 
3 ns to protect their citizens 
om aggression. In this day and 
re, “provident foresight” might 
volve flights such as the Pow- 
'S plane made in the interest 
! peace. He added the same 
ile would hold true were a Rus- 
an plane to fly over the U.S. 
Father Thomas A. Donohue 
.J., St. Louis University philoso- 
her who has written extensively 
n legal problems, noted that a 
ation’s jurisdiction over its air 
pace is not an absolute right, 
nd cannot be pushed to unrea- 
onable limits. 

Higher Questions 
Mr. von Schuschnigg said there 
/as no question tout that Powers’ 
light was illegal, according to 
ntemational law, but indicated 
hat higher questions than legal- 
ly might be at stake. 

“According to international law, 
10 airplane is allowed to pene- 
;rate into the air' space of a for- 
eign country, except by special 
agreement,” he said. 

The pre-World War II Chancel- 
lor of Austria, who is now profes- 
sor of international law at St. 
Louis University, pointed out that 
espionage work itself is consid- 
ered legal under international 


'Obviously somebody goofed 
in this one," he said. "But the 


the (U.S.) military in such 
way that its mission would ap- 


Test couple of years before £» vdid£ 
H — before Ger- 


World War .. ----- 

many invaded Russia — Russia 
complained repeatedly of 
widespread violations of her 
airspace by German planes. 
One plane was even captured. 

“An important difference be- 
tween that series of incidents and 
this is that not one word was 
ever made public then. They were 
handled by diplomatic note, the 
usual procedure in handling in- 
cidents of espionage. 

Propaganda Purposes 


itary understood a ‘weather 
flight’ in the sense of a code 
word, while knowing full well! 
what the plane’s mission was, 
then its use would not neces- 
sarily have been lying.” 

Father Donohue, the St. Louis 
U, philosopher who has written 
extensively on legal problems, 
said espionage action such as 
the United States purportedly 
took in the Powers case might 


it plain that it possesses long- 
range vehicles capable of deliv- 
ering destructive weapons with- 
in the limits of the territorial 
United States and that of her 
allies. 

“5 The Russian potential and 
the known Russian policy com- 
bine to create a situation where 
other nations, and in particular 
the United States, would be 
negligent if they did not take 
appropriate steps to ascertain 
the true character and the real 
immediacy of the danger. In 
effect, a state of quasi-war ex- 
ists. 

“6. It appears that a situation 
has been developed when, for 
purposes of defense, actions 
otherwise unusual are justified. 

It is my opinion, then, that 
the U.S. Government is justified 
and, as a matter of fact, under 
serious obligation to affect a 
continuous appraisal of the 
threatened danger whenever 
and wherever it exists. Since 
the danger may exist within the ; 
limits of the Soviet Union, this 
appraisal may take place there. 

“7. The long prudence of pur- 
suing actions implied in the 
above statement is a distinct 
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‘The kind of publicity sur- 
[rounding the Powers’ incident 
has propaganda purposes, of 
.course, and can only be inter- 
preted as having something to do 
with politics.” 

From an international law 
viewpoint, Mr. Von Schuschnigg 
noted, there is no difference be- 
tween an espionage agent ille- 
gally flying across the borders 
of a country at 60,000 feet, and 
a spy on the ground walking 
into a country illegally without 
a passport. 

“The only thing in the world 
that is free is space,” he said 
‘The scientists .don’Wgive 
exatf aifltffcrj* toSvbl*£ .... 
begins. But it begins at that 
[point where conventional air- 
| craft cannot operate.” 

Morality of the Action 
Father Persich, the seminary 
rector who is a doctor of sac- 
red theology, commenting on 
the morality of spying, said it 
could not be considered neces- 
sarilv evil. 

“The individual as such has 
the right to privacy,” he ex- 


[have been not only justified but. aboye statement is a distinct 
morally indicated by the c ur * question. I am in no position to 
rfitrftf world events. comment on this area of politi- 


cal prudence. 


W pi.JLVO.l-J, u* — a - - 

plained. “But when the peace both in its avowed philosophy 
of the world depends on one and in political statements, has 
loamincf what is sroine made it a practice to use the 


‘Everyone knows that espion- 
* work exists,” Mr. von Schus- 
inigg explained. “And it must, 
considered to be an accepted] 
:tom under international law. 1 
wever, the espionage agent is 
rating at his own risk, and 
y be tried by the country 
ich discovers him, according 


nation learning what is going 
on in the world, I don’t see how 
espionage could he considered 
intrinsically evil. 

"Espionage is a recognized 
act of governments. So it in 
itself is not evil, although 
one might not get very far in 
espionage without encounter- 
ing serious moral problems 
such as lying or cheating." 

“In the present situation, if 
a government has the obligation 
of protecting its citizens against 
aggression, that involves provi- 
dent foresight, and the obliga- 
tion of learning what is going] 
on.” 

The question of lying came 
up when a U.S. Government ( 
spokesman first announced the 
captured U.S. plane was on a 
“weather flight,” only to have 
his story contradicted by higher 
officials the following day when 
they admitted the plane’s mis- 
sion was espionage. 

An actual lie may not neces- 


Fersich noted. 

'Weather Flight' 

“That airplane would 


have 
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[rent state of world events. 

He listed seven points as! 
bearing on the Powers incident 
“if one takes the general de 
scrip tion of the Russian and! 
American governments at face 
value:” 

"1. The received provision 
of international law could, in 
the main be justified philoso- 
phically— namely, that 'every 
state has complete and ex- 
clusive jurisdiction over the 
air space above its territory.' 
Such justification would 
rooted in self-defense, free- 
dom from provocations, safety 
|rff travel, safety of residence, 
|D4 tc. Howevei, the statement 
would require important 
qualifications and restrictions. 

“2. No jurisdiction of the 
type referred to is absolute. 
Neither may the rule be pushed 
to unreasonable limits. In ef- 
fect, the provision, while gen- 
erally satisfactory,^ not com 
pletely so. 

Threat of Danger 
“3. In the particular case at 
hand, the Russian government, 


Polio Victims 
Told Suffering Is^ 
Source of Grace 

Vatican City. — (NC) — 
(John XXIH told hundred 
polio victims that they ar< 

ing up heavenly graces tjj 

their sufferings. < 

In a special audiencei 
sons crippled by polio^ 
tiff compared their ] 
flictions with the w^j 
rug. Rug weavers 
the underside of : 
how well they r 
at the end of 
said. 

It is the samej 
Pope John 
only at the 
afflicted fin 
have done 
the beatitud 
proclaimed^ 
weep i 


[made it a practice to use the 
constant threat of danger to 
other people and particularly 
to the U.S. and her allies, as 
an instrument of national pol- 
icy. 

“4. The fundamental element 
of the threatened danger re- 
sides mainly in the character of 
contemporary weapons. The 
Russian government has made 















